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SUBJECT: SOVIET VISITORS TO NASA STATION 

SUMMARY: EMBASSY/NASA STATION DIRECTOR BELIEVE IT WOULD BE 
USEFUL TO INVITE SOVIET AMBASSADOR TO VISIT TRACKING STATION 
DURING APOLLO-SOYUZ MISSION, BUT THIS IS CONTRARY TO CURRENT 
DEPARTMENT/NASA GUIDANCE. END SUMMARY. 

1. EMBASSY BELIEVES VISIT OF SOVIET AMBASSADOR TO NASA TRACKING 
STATION HERE DURING APOLLO-SOYUZ MISSION WOULD SERVE SUFFICIENTLY 
IMPORTANT LOCAL POLITICAL PURPOSE TO MERIT CONSIDERATION OF 
LOOSENING DEPARTMENT/NASA POLICY ON SOVIET VISITORS TO TRACKING 
STATIONS. PUBLIC AFFAIRS GUIDANCE RECEIVED BY STATION DIRECTOR 
FROM NASA HEADQUARTERS INDICATES THAT DEPARTMENT AND NASA 
DISCOURAGE SOVIET VISITORS TO TRACKING STATIONS BECAUSE SOVIETS 
DO NOT RECIPROCATE. 

2. NASA TRACKING STATION MADAGASCAR HAS LONG BEEN OBJECT 

OF MALAGASY SUSPICIONS WHICH RANGE FROM CONCERN THAT STATION 
IS COLLECTING AND FORWARDING MILITARY DATA TO SUGGESTION 
THAT STATION IS COVER FOR CIA ON ISLAND. RECENT FICTIONAL 
SERIAL IN LEADING LOCAL PAPER USED NASA STATION AS BACKDROP 
TO STORY CONCERNING SECRET AGENTS IN MADAGASCAR. EVEN MORE 
DIRECT ALLEGATIONS THAT NASA STATION IS ENGAGED IN CLANDESTINE 
OPERATIONS HAVE APPEARED IN RADICAL PRESS HERE, AND ALTHOUGH 
THIS HAS SUBSIDED RECENTLY, IT COULD REAPPEAR. 
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3. EMBASSY, NASA, AND USIS HAVE ATTEMPTED TO GET SENIOR GOMR 
OFFICIALS AND PRESS TO VISIT STATION FOR PAST SEVERAL YEARS 
WITHOUT MUCH SUCCESS. APOLLO-SOYUZ MISSION OFFERS ATTRACTIVE 
REASON FOR SENIOR OFFICIALS TO MAKE VISIT AND INVITING SOVIET 
AMBASSADOR - EVEN IF HE DOES NOT COME - SERVES TO UNDERSCORE 
OPENNESS AND NONCLANDESTINE NATURE OF STATION. FACT THAT 
STATION DOES NOT EMPLOY ELABORATE SECURITY MEASURES AND THAT 
MOST STATION EMPLOYEES ARE MALAGASY IS BOTH IMMEDIATELY 
APPARENT AND IMPRESSIVE TO MALAGASY VISITORS. 

4. IN INVITATIONS TO MALAGASY OFFICIALS WE PLAN TO EMPHASIZE 
THAT APOLLO-SOYUZ REPRESENTS NOT ONLY EXAMPLE OF U.S. - SOVIET 
COOPERATION BUT ALSO REPRESENTS CONFIRMATION THAT MALAGASIZATION 
OF STATION IS PROGRESSING IN THAT THIS IS FIRST TIME TANANARIVE 
STATION HAS PARTICIPATED FULLY IN A COMPLEX MANNED SPACE 

FLIGHT PROGRAM. 

5. ACTION REQUESTED. 

REQUEST DEPARTMENT AND NASA CONCURRENCE IN EMBASSY/NASA 
INVITATION TO SOVIET AMBASSADOR TO VISIT STATION DURING APOLLO- 
SOYUZ MISSION. 

F.T.FF.RS 
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